 Signature Travel Series

Presents an invitation to explore the exotic and mysterious wonders of

Imperial China and the Yangtze River 
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This very special, educational and cultural travel experience is now available to clients, family and friends of Signature Travel Series of California and is being offered as our featured Tour and Cruise for 2008/09.  China is considered one of most popular, visually exciting, new visitor destination & tourism sites in the world.  This trip is conducted in conjunction with Ritz Tours and the China National Commission on Tourism and Foreign Relations that hosted  the 2008 Summer Olympics.
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Golden Yangtze Discovery
Imperial China, 12 days, domestic & international air inclusive.   Beijing, Xian, Chongging, Yangtze River cruise, Yichang and Shanghai. Escorted sightseeing tours and admissions, knowledgeable, english speaking guides, transfers, baggage handling, 5 star hotels, dbl/occ accommodations, oriental & western dining, full breakfasts daily, ustoa bond, travel insurance.  Visit the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, the Summer Palace, the Great Wall, Chinese Acrobats Show, Panda Zoo, Terra Cotta Warriors, Tang Dynasty Stage Opera, Yu Gardens, Nanjing Road, the Bund promenade, exotic Tang Dynasty stage show, acrobatic entertainment, dinners, silk and 

                                          flower shows, craft factories and much, too very much more.
Private Tour – Year Round Departures 2008/09
12 DAY - FULLY ESCORTED - INCLUDING AIRFARE!

Frequent Departure dates beginning in Late March at 

ONLY $2,499.00*

* per person, double occupancy-plus int’l air tax & fees - single supplement $800.00

Trip Registration Forms are available on request.  Required personal identification documentation includes passports (China visas are also required) and officially issued photo I.D.  Cancellation and change fees may apply as dictated by travel services provider(s).  Travel Insurance is recommended and may be purchased prior to final payment, details on request.  For additional information, answers to personal questions or guaranteed booking confirmations, please feel free to contact:

W. Daniel O’Connor, Director, Signature Travel Series of California

344 Pacific Street, Tustin, Ca. 92780 phone 714-734-0800 fax 714-734-0844

e-mail: wdaniel.oconnor@gte.net   -   www.signaturetravelseries.com                             
ITINERARY

Day 1.  DEPART USA - BEIJING   Our exotic vacation starts as we board an international flight from Los Angeles or San Francisco for CHINA, crossing the International Date Line.  Our destination is Beijing, China’s historic capital city
Day 2. Beijing   Today, you will enjoy your jumbo jet flight to the Orient with complimentary headsets, movies, beverages and meal service.  We land in Beijing in the evening where we will be met and transferred to our luxuriously appointed, 5 star hotel accommodations for a well needed good nights rest.
Day 3. Beijing  (ab, l, dp)  Today we visit Tiananmen Square in the heart of the city, continue on to the Forbidden City, which was closed to the common public for over 500 years.  We will also visit the regal Summer Palace, summer home of the Emperor and his royal court.  We then end the evening with a special Peking Duck banquet savoring the tasty cultural cuisine of Northern China.
Day 4. Beijing  (ab, l, dh)  The Great Wall, built over 2000 years ago embodies the magnificence and resilience of Chinese culture.  It spans thousands of miles across five provinces and can be seen from the moon.  We descend the Great Wall to visit the Ming Tomb Museum, home to many relics, artifacts and precious items of antiquity.  In the evening we return back into the City where dinner is served at our hotel.

Day 5. Beijing – Xian (ab, l, dh)   Before departing Beijing we will take a pilgrimage to the Temple of Heaven where the Emperors prayed for a plentiful and successful harvest.  Later we transfer to the airport for our short flight to Xian.  We are now at the historic starting point of the famed Silk Road and the ancient capital of 13 dynasties.

Day 6. Xian (ab, l, ds)   The highlight of our Xian visit is the world famous Terra Cotta Army which was discovered serendipitously by farmers in 1978 and the three excavation pits feature thousands of life sized warriors, horses and chariots in battle formation.  This exciting day of touring and discovery is followed by dinner and an enchanting Tang Dynasty Stage Show.
Day 7. Xian – Chongging  (ab, l, d)   Today we depart Xian for Chongging, a bustling city in Sichuan Province, home of the spiciest cuisine in all of China.  We will complete a comprehensive afternoon tour of the City before heading for the docks and the boarding of our Victoria Cruise ship for an early evening embarkation of the Yangtze River cruise on the “Mother of All Rivers”.  

Day 8. Yangtze River Cruise  (b, l, d) The first excursion of your cruise will occur at one of three towns (depending on local river conditions): Shibaozhai, Fengdu or Wanzhou.  Shibaozhai’s attraction lies with its 12 story tall wooden pagoda.  Amazingly, it was built 400 years ago without use of a single nail.  The city of Fengdu contains numerous statues of devils and ghosts that roam the underworld.  Wangzhou, while 143 miles away, is part of the greater Chongging Municipality and 47% of Wangzhou’s old urban area will soon be inundated by theYangtze River’s water.

Day 9. Yangtze River Cruise  (b, l, d)   At this point we begin the most exciting part of the cruise, the famous Three River Gorges. The ship passes through Qutang Gorge, the shortest, narrowest, but most visually dramatic of the three.  Next up is Wu Gorge, known for its serene beauty, forest covered mountains and sheer cliffs.  Arrive at Wuhan where you disembark to board smaller vessels which allow access to the Lesser Gorges via one of the Yangtze’s tributaries.  In the evening we will sail thru the Three Gorges ship locks.

Day 10.  Yangtze River Cruise – Yiching – Shanghai (b, l, dh)   On the last day of the cruise the ship arrives at Sandouping Village where you board a motor coach taking you to the controversial Three River Gorge Dam site.  Its completion in 2009 will create new sites and sceneries while submerging others and changing the landscape forever.  We re-board the ship in the afternoon, sail to Yiching and board our flight for our next destination, Shanghai.

Day 11. Shanghai (ab, l, ds)  Shanghai is China’s largest metropolis, it is cosmopolitan, dynamic and modern, Shanghai exhibits an international flair dating back 100 years when it was once quartered into sections occupied by foreign nationals.  Your morning is free to visit the famous Shanghai Museum, the hutongs or a child’s nursery.   In the afternoon our city tour continues with a visit to the Yu Garden, a classical  Ming garden.  Then on to the busy shopping district of Nanjing Road and the mile long stretch of the Huangpu River named the “Bund.  Our visit ends with a colorful, evening Chinese Acrobatics dinner and  show.
Day 12.  Shanghai – USA   The morning is free at leisure for any last minute tours or shopping.   Transfer from the hotel to the airport for our long flight home.  We bid China and its people a fond farewell with memories of friendships found and remembrances of a very special travel adventure. 
To reserve your space for this special 2008/09 trip to Imperial China, simply fill out the information below, mail or fax it to Signature Travel Series of California at the address listed below and a Trip Registration Form will be sent to you along  with complete tour details.
Last name __________________________________First name_____________        ____________Middle name or initial_______________________________

Address_________________________________________City_________________________________State___________________Zip_____________________

Home Phone____________________Business Phone________________________Fax Phone_________________________Cell Phone_____________________

Email address (if any)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

W. Daniel O’Connor, Director, Signature Travel Series of California

344 Pacific Street, Tustin, Ca. 92780 phone 714-734-0800 fax 714-734-0844

e-mail: wdaniel.oconnor@gte.net, website: www.signaturetravelseries.com
